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As the landscape architecture intern at Dumbarton Oaks, I have spent the summer investigating 
a “Wild Washington.” This research, which builds upon my graduate thesis on “The Wild 
Anacostia,” envisions an alternative perspective of  our nation’s capital based on the recognition 
and expression of  the urban wild. It is a wild that can be discovered across scales and modes: 
from a fox crossing Rock Creek Parkway, to the Great Falls on the Potomac, to a dandelion 
growing from a crack in a parking lot. It is a wild that is not only found in plants and animals, 
but in stormwater, pollution, topography, and social behavior.

I began my research by exploring the words “wilderness” and “wild,” including their relationship 
to Beatrix Farrand’s design for Dumbarton Oaks. Through discussions with National Park Service 
employees, research in the library, and the creation of  original graphics, I worked to situate 
Dumbarton Oaks within a wild spectrum that marks the D.C. landscape. As a hybrid on the edge 
of  both a social and ecological spectrum, Dumbarton Oaks is an integral part of  D.C.’s wild 
network.

Coming from the perspective of  a landscape architect, I view research as a design tool to help 
the public better understand the ever-changing dynamics in their own cities. Therefore, my goal 
this summer has been to relate and condense the different aspects and qualities of  a “Wild 
Washington” into a form and concept that can be more easily understood to people living in 
and visiting D.C. My time at Dumbarton Oaks has fostered my interest in the definition and 
manifestation of  the urban wild, and I plan to carry this research with me as I embark upon my 
career in landscape architecture.

Wild Washington
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Thesis: Wild Anacostia
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Anacostia sites
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Thickening strategies for trail design
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I"#$38)3''Wilderness: separate systems
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Wilderness vs. Urban Wild
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The Urban Wild
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Wild Washington matrix



',5",U35,#,*"5&#%'E35+8;C%,J %+(3%;8:&)%I"#$

!"#"$%
&'"(#)%*+%$

,-./- 0+1%'$23)41$$%+&(%%$561$%)7-38%++#

(2$%+

93"+2

92-'2

&"!123
2!$1:1$1%&

1'9+2;
&$+-!$-+%

<=
>)
?@
<A
0?
@B
)7
@B
B

CD
7
4@
E<
0?
)0
@F
G

E0
HF
)H
E>
>F
)I
@E
F

&J-1++%3

+2!!""'

!61KL-',

*%%&%

!"
#$
%!
#&
%

"
$
'(
)
$
*!
+&
,

-$(,.!"/($%'()0')(& 1(&&".!/"($%'()0')(& '-&.&2'(&3&% '-&.4%)5*!3&6

"
$
'!
#&
%

M+%%')C+2*"' (13.)!"3-L81'%

91&61'*)N))
!3%2'1'* !+-1&1'*(13.319%):1%(1'*1'$%+K+%$1'* 61,1'* 91$'%&&)!"-+&%

.+"-*6$ 93"".1'*9+%%/1'*!62''%31/1'* *+%%')+""9& +21')*2+.%'& +2K1.&

81,1'* &(1LL1'*

&1*'2*% +2'*%+&

,2#2,1'*

.1+%!$1'*

$+213&)N)K2$6& +"2.& ?2$-+%)H%'$%+

$2L%. (13.

-'&2'!$1"'%.

-'2&&-L%.

K+"*+2LL%. -';K+"*+2LL%.

(61$%)$213%.).%%+

2'$1!1K2$%.

&2'!$1"'%.

31*6$%'1'*)8-* !1!2.2&

8-$$%+931%&

.2L&%3931%&
@$32'$1!)G$-+*%"'

("".)$6+-&6

(13.)+1!%

61*6(2#& $-''%3&8+1.*%&

Socio-ecological spectrum of  the urban wild
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